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HE National Leagues were established by
T the 1925 Congress. The first final was
in hurling in 1926 and a year later Laois beat
Dublin in the initial football decider. There
was no football final in 1930 and the com-
petitions were suspended in 1942, 1943, 1944
and 1945 because of the war.

Laois have not appeared in a final sinca
that 1927 win. The county is thus the only
one with the perfect record in finals.

However, Longford also won the title in
the only year they qualified for a decider.
In 1966 they met New York in games at Long-
ford and Croke Park, and won the title on
aggregate scores.

~ But the significant point is that, after win-
ning the first leg, Longford lost the second
match, and thus rank as the only county to
take a title, although beaten in the last game
of a League series.

The final specialists are Mayo, who
appeared in their 11th decider last June. Their
first was in 1934. Next in line are Kerry
with 10 outings between 1928 and last June.

Mayo also show the way as regards titles
won in succession, with six between 1933-34
and 1938-39, and lead the winners’ list as well
with 10 crowns. Their nearest rivals are
Kerry, who became the only county so far to
beat Mayo in a decider (last June) to bring
their record to nine.

Kerry scored Munster’s first title win in
1928, Mayo brought the title to the West for
the first time in 1934, and Derry completed
the provincial circuit with a win over Clare
In 1947,

The year 1950 brought another important
%hapter in the history of the competition. New

ork not only made their debut in a final, but
scored a win over Cavan at Croke Park. The
'{‘mes competed in 1951 and 1952, and then
dook part in a series of games for the St. Bren-

an Cup before returning to Leagu€ fare
proper in 1964-65.

Last year’s final (Kerry 0-11; Mayo 0-8)
was one of only three to fail to produce a
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single goal. The first was in 1956 (Cork 0-8;
Meath 0-7), and the second in 1960,(when ?;fe
only all-Ulster decider resulted in an 0-12 to
0-9 win for Down over Cavan.

The highest score by any team is 28 points
(4-16), a total put up by Kerry in their 1961
win over Derry. Kerry’s 1-3 against Cavan
in 1931 was the lowest by a victorious side.

The best tally by a losing team was 17
points and that worthwhile total was achieved
not once, but twice by Kildare. They lost
3-8 to 3-13 to Dublin in 1958 in a match that
produced more scores than any other at a
combined total of 39 points and were beaten
9-14 to 2-11 by Down in 1968.

These figures do not, of course, take into
consideration scores in the two-leg games
featuring New York and the “home”” winners.
Those finals were introduced in 1965.

In all, 17 counties have appeared in the
concluding round and 11 have won the title.
New York added two titles to their 1950
success.

The unsuccessful counties were Kildare
(1928, 1929, 1958 and 1968), wexford (1938
and 1946), Fermanagh (1935), Clare (1947),
Louth (1949) and Carlow (1954).

The Roll of Honour is:

10: Mayo: 1933-34, 1934-35, 1935-36,
1937-38, 1938-39, 1940-41,
1953-54, 1969-70.

Kerry: 1927-28, 1928-29, 1930-31, 1931-
32, 1958-59, 1960-61, 1962-63, 1968-69,
1970-71.
Down: 1959-60,
Dublin: 1952-53,

1936'37|
1948-49,

1961-62, 1967-68.
1954-55; 1957-58.

Cork: 1951-52, 1955-56. 1

Cavan: 1947-48; Derry, 1946-47; Laois,

1926-27; Longford, 1965-66.
FINALS

aois 2-1; Dublin 1-0.
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lggq.zsﬂl{erry 2-4; Kildare 1-6.
1928-20—KerTy 1-7; Kildare 2-3.
1929-30—No Final.
1930-31—Kerry 1-3; Cavan 1-2.
1931-32—-—Kerry 5-2; Cork 3-3.
1932-33—Meath 0-10; Cavan 1-6.

1933-34——REPLAY——-May0 2-4; Dublin 1.5.
DRAW: Mayo 2-3; Dublin 1-6.
1934-35—Mayo 5-8; Fermanagh 0-2.
1935-36—Mayo 5-2; Cavan 0-3.
1936-37—Mayo 5-4; Meath 1-8.
1937-38—Mayo 3-9; Wexford 1-3.
1938-39—Mayo 5-9; Meath 0-6.
1939-40—Galway 2-5; Meath 1-5.
1940-41—Mayo 3-7; Dublin 0-7.
1942-45—SUSPENDED.
1945-46—Meath 2-2; Wexford 0-6.
1946-47—Derry 2-9; Clare 2-5.
1947-48—REPLAY—Cavan 5-9; Cork 2-8.

DRAW—Cavan 2-11; Cork 3-8.
1948-49—Mayo 1-8; Louth 1-6.
1949-50—New York 2-8; Cavan 0-12.
1950-51—Meath 1-10; New York 0-10.
1951-52—Cork 1-12; New York 0-3.
1952-53—Dublin 4-6; Cavan 0-9.
1953-54—Mayo 2-10; Carlow 0-3.
1954-55—Dublin 2-12; Meath 1-3.
1955-56—Cork 0-8; Meath 0-7.
1956-57—Galway 1-8; Kerry 0-7.
1957-58—Dublin 3-13; Kildare 3-8.
1958-59—Kerry 2-8; Derry 1-8.
1959-60—Down 0-12; Cavan 0-9.
1960-61—Kerry 4-16; Derry 1-5.
1961-62—Down 2-5; Dublin 1-7.
1962-63—Kerry 1-18; New York 0-10.
1963-64—New York 2-12; Dublin 1-13.
1964-65—Galway 4-12; New York 0-17

(aggregate score)

Galway 1-4; New York 0-8.

Galway 3-8; New York 0-9.
1965-66—Longford 1-18; New York 0-17

(aggregate score)
Longford 1-9; New York 0-7.
Longford 0-9; New York 0-10.
1966-67—New York 7-8; Galway 1-16
(aggregate score)

New York 3-5; Galway 1-6.

New York 4-3; Galway 0-10.
1967-68—Down 2-14; Kildare 2-11.
1968-69—Kerry 2-33; New York 2-24

(aggregate score)

Kerry 0-12; New Y

Korty 281, w York 0-12.

i gme. New York 2-12 in ex-
1969-70—Mayo 4-7; Down 0-10.
1970-71—Kerry 0-11; Mayo 0-8.

“HOME” FINALS
1949-50—Cavan 3-8; Meath 1-6.

1950-51—Meath 0-6; Mayo 0-3.
1951-52—Cork 2-3; Dublin 1-5.
1962-63—Kerry 0-9; Down 1-5.
1964-65—Galway 1-7; Kerry 0-8.
1965-66—Longford 0-9; Galway 0-8.
1966-67—Galway 0-12; Dublin 1-7.
1968-69—Kerry 3-11; Offaly 0-8.

LAST MEETING

THE last major clash between Kerry and

Mayo was in the National League
final in June, 1971, when Kerry completed the
big championship and League double with a
0-11 to 0-8 win.

Mayo, who were defending champions,
opened well and were 0-5 to 0-3 ahead after
90 minutes of play. But Kerry gradually took
command from then on and finished good
winners.

A bright star for Kerry was Paud Lynch,
who deputised superbly for the absent Mick
O’Connell. Mick O’Dwyer, Eamonn O’Dono-
ghue, Donie O’Sullivan and Tom P_rendergqst
were others to shine for Kerry, while promin-
ent for Mayo were Ray Prendergast, Joe Ear-
ley, Joe Corcoran and Tom Fitzgerald.

Corcoran and O'Dwyer were the chief
scorers. The Mayo man kicked 0-7, all from
frees, and O’Dwyer pointed five frees and
scored a sixth from play.

The teams were: e 5

KERRY: J. Culloty; D. O’Sullivan, £
O’Donoghue, S. Fitzgerald; T. Prendergast, J:
O’Keeffe, M. O’Shea; P. Lynch, D. J. Crow%ey.
B. Lynch, P. Griffin, E. O'Donoghue; M. Glee-
son, M. Higgins, M. O’Dwyer. Sub.—Derry
Crowley for Fitzgerald.

MAYO: E. Rooney; S. Hughes, R. Prender-

ast, J. Earley; J.
%’%eilly; g, Kilbride, P. J
gerald, J. | :
J..J. Cribbin, 2% G
for Kilbride; R. N1




the exciting. Gaelic

sport Player-Wills are more than
just spectators. Over the years

they have played an active part in

the fostering of our national
games . . . By the donation of
trophies for competitions throughout
the country. By the sponsoring of

films and books on football, hurling and
famous G.A.A. stars. And by contributing
to many other Gaelic sporting and cultural
activities. Today, Player-Wills join with
the many thousands of keen supporters
who look forward to more thrilling chapters
in the annals of Gaelic sport during the
years ahead.

Player-Wills

PWI/28a

Cityview Press Lid.. Dublin |.
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WHATEVER IT IS YOU ARE DRIVVING
RECARDLESS OF SIZE, SHAPE OR SMBLL.,
IF Yyou WANT TO BE SURE OF ARRIVING
ONTIME AT A DINGERLY DELL,

MAKE SURE YOUR ENGINE IS THRIVING
AND 8ARGLING ON GOODMILEAGESHELL !

GOODMVILEAGE
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thesiixrs‘;:v year the county reached 4 decider)
( 1938-39 underline the quality of the fo.
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prising to find that the county hean it
in the concluding round havt;e a5 2 Summy
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events with a win over Down oo .ﬂm%j p

And failures to Kerry in d champlonsme
There was the 1969 All-Irelan nty got hcl, -
semi-final, when the i\‘-[lll{;*s&?ﬁ'effltlhere »gas a

i —0-14 to 1-10. ry no -
sbgagog’%mﬁeague final when Igglin%l:ctmg
took the title but madgz iléggfl}’n 3 deg?fer'm’?"
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l:o?l:“:l?;ap;{ce:-lry-Derry }Agggugofners, clea
Ikeeper,
the Derry goa hil; o



Indeed, not for years has any Mayo side ex-
hibited in such brilliant fashion the outstand-
ing qualities paraded by the present outfit in
the two gripping matches with Offaly last
month.,

In addition, Mayo go into final final with
tons of experience—Ray Prendergast, Johnny
Carey, John Morley, Tom Fitzgerald, John
Gibbons, Joe Corcoran, Des Griffith, Willie
McGee, J. J. Cribbin, and Sean O’Grady, who
went in as a substitute, all helped to bring
that 1969-70 title to the West. They were
again to the fore last year when Kerry’s win-
ning margin was three points (O’Grady once
more went in as a sub.).

Another link with that 1970 win is Joe
Langan, now the team’s shrewd coach, while
Brian O’Reilly and Sean Kilbride also have
the experience of a final appearance last year.

Mayo have still to beat Kerry in a decider
(last year’s was the first between the coun-
ties), but there is always a first time, as Kerry
themselves showed a year ago and it will cer-
tainly not be for the want of effort and skilled
play if Mayo fail.

NA GAIRM
SCOILEANNA

THE All-Ireland football championship for

Cumann Luthchleas Gael na nGairm Scol
was launched in 1961. To-day’s final will
make history, as neither Carlow nor Leitrim
have won the title.

Leitrim enter the game with probably the
best credentials any team can bring to a nat-
ional final—a win in a replay over Kerry. The
Connacht boys drew their semi-final at Ballin-
asloe on April 23 (Leitrim 0-6; Kerry 1-3), and
won the replay at Nenagh a week later by
3-11 to 0-8.

Form like that speaks well for the skills
and class of this John Donohue, Liam
McGovern and Oliver Prunty-led side.

However, Carlow also have much to recom-
mend them. They looked a strong team, well
served in all departments, when scoring a 3-12
to 1-11 semi-final win, at An Uaimh on April
23, over Fermanagh. Judging them on that
good display, A. Keating, E. O’Leary, F. Gar-
rett, E. Deane, N. Fleming and their col-
leagues can he depended upon to make a
spirited bid to take the trophy.

@ Mayo forwards, Willie McGee (No. 14) and J. J.
Cribbin (No. 15) press an attack on the Offaly goal in
the semi-final replay on April 30.

So, here is a game that has the makings of
one of the best finals on record.

Leinster teams have not enjoyed a great
deal of success in the championship. In fact,
the title has been brought to the province on
only two occasions—in 1962 and 1963. Both
of those wins were recorded by Dublin City.

The Connacht record is a little better. Gal-
way brought the title to the West in 1964 and
retained the championship in the following
year. The next win by a Connacht side was
recorded last year by Mayo, who beat Antrim
in the final.

Here is a province-by-province break-down
of the Roll of Honour :
5—Ulster : Tyrone—1967, 1969, 1970; Fer-

managh—1966; Antrim 1968.
3—~Connacht : Galway—1964, 1965; Mayo—

1971.
2—Leinster : Dublin City—1962, 1963.
1—Munster : Cork City—1961.
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@ Mick Gleeson, Kerry's right full forward, tries to race clear of the Derry defence in the League semi-final on April |

Ciarrai

Flair for the

IT will be a remarkable achievement by
Kerry if they come back from the frustra-
tions of morale-shattering failures to Cork in
the Munster championship final last July and
to Offaly and Dublin last December in the
current National League, to scale a peak no
county has achieved in more than 30 years.

For the first time since the early "Thirties,
Kerry go into a final as defending champions
and we have to go back to the end of a golden
era for Mayo, from 1933-34 to 1938-39, dur-
ing which they won six titles in a row, for the
last occasion any county won the League in
successive seasons.

When we consider the way in which the
League has become so keenly competitive
and the fact that the competition is also now
a great test of the dedication, spirit and drive
of players, it is all the more a tribute to the
wonderful qualities of the Kerrymen that, in
the face of their three set-backs in the past
nine months, they have already accomplished

big occasion

so much in defence of their title.

But then, Kerrymen have a traditional
flair for turning on the style in the games that
matter. Their tremendous achievements in
the championship (All-Ireland title-winners
for the 22nd time in 1970) tend to cloud their
feats in League foothall. Nevertheless, few
can also match the Kingdom’s contribution to
the history of the points competition.

Indeed, Kerry are the modern-day
specialists of the League. In 1957 they won
their way back to a final after, incredibly, an
absence of a quarter of a century, but lost a
memorable encounter with Galway.

They were back again in 1958-59 to usher
in a new success story with a win over Derry.
Since then, they have the perfect record from
four finals and their record of five Leagues
since 1959 is the best by any county in this
particular period. Next in line are Down,

with three titles.
@® Ar lean leath. 9
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Their first League final engagement was in
1927-28, the second season of the series, when
they beat Kildare. The League was retained
in the following year after another final with
Kildare. There was no decider in 1930, but
Kerry won out again in 1930-31, and 1931-32.
This is their first appearance in a decider as
holders of the title since that 1932 game, in
which Cork provided the opposition.

The Kerry team has not changed greatly
from the side that won the county’s ninth
crown last June by beating Mayo, the 1969-
70 title-winners. Among those who put their
talents on parade in that final were Donie
O’Sullivan, Paud O’Donoghue, Seamus Fitz-
gerald, Tom Prendergast, John O’Keeffe,
Paud Lynch (he got his place as deputy for
Mick O’Connell, who cried off on the day of
the final), Brendan Lynch, Eamonn O’Donog-
hue, Liam Higgins, Mick Gleeson, Mick
O'Dwyer, Derry Crowley, who went in as a
substitute, Mick O’Shea, D. J. Crowley and
Pat Griffin.

Mick O’'Dwyer, whose dynamic sharp-
shooting has meant so much to Kerry in re-
cent years, is in line for a sixth final winning
outing. He was in defence in 1959, 1961 and
1963, and shooting scores for Kerry in 1969
and in last season’s series. Mick O’Connell is
the only other link with 1959. He played in
1961, as well, but missed the 1963 win, in
addition to last year’s.

LEAGUE SCORERS

Mick O’Dwyer is well ahead in the Kerry
scoring chart with 1-44 (47 points). Next
comes Brendan Lynch with 0-22, and he is fol-
lowed by Mick Gleeson with 3-8. Sharing
fourth place are Mick O’Connell 0-10, and
Paud Lynch 1-7. The chart is completed by
Liam Higgins 0-9; Pat Griffin 1-1; Dan Kav-
anagh 1-1; Eamonn O’Donoghue 0-2, Jackie
Walsh 0-2, and John O’Keeffe, Donie O’Sul-
livan, Michael O’Sullivan and Pat Moynihan,
with 0-1 each.

. Joe Corcoran is the ace Mayo marksman
with 0-32. J. J. Cribbin takes second place
with 4-11, and he is followed by Willie McGee,
who scored 3-2. Pat Glavey hit 1-6, Frank
Burns 1-5, Sean Kilbride 1-4, John Gibhons
0-7, Tom O’Malley 1-3, Sean 0’Grady 1-1, Tom
Fitzgerald 0-2, Martin Sheridan 0-2, and John
Morley, Ray Niland, Michael Begley, Seamus
Healy, Mick Higgins and Des Griffith 0-1 each.
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THEIR PATHS TO
THE FINAL
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ERRY lost two games in succession midway
through their eight-match march to this

League final.
(%ctober 31—Kerry 3-17; Waterford 0-3—

at Tralee. :

November 14—Kerry 0-13; Tipperary 1-7
—at Tipperary.

Novgll')nber 28—Kerry 2-12; Cork 1-5 —at
Tralee.

December 12—Kerry 1-9; Offaly 2-14—at

Tullamore. ;
December 19—Kerry 0-11; Dublin 3-9—at

Croke Park.

February 6—Kerry 0-13; Galway 0-8—at
Killarney. .

February 27—Kerry 1-18; Kildare 1-10—
at Droichead Nua.

April 9—Semi-final: Kerry 0-17;
0-13—at Croke Park.

This gives the League title-holders a com-
bined score of 7-110 (131 points) at a match
average of 16.37 points. They conceded 8-69
(93 points), or an average of 11.62 points per
outing.

Mayo, like Kerry, lost two games on the
way to the final. They had one engagement
more than the holders.

October 17—Mayo 2-16; Antrim 3-4—at
Castlebar.

October 31—Mayo 1-9; Fermanagh 2-5—
at Irvinestown.

November 14—Mayo 0-11; Meath 1-5—at
Ballina.

November 28—Mayo 0-5; Derry 0-13—at
Ballinascreen.

December 12—Mayo 2-7; Sligo 0-12—at
Crossmolina.

February 27 — Mayo 4-5; Laois 2-4—at
Charlestown.

March 12—Mayo 0-7; Down 2-10—at New-

Derry

‘castle.

April 16 — Semi-final: Mayo 2-10; Offaly
0-16—at Croke Park.

April 30—Replay: Mayo 1-11; Offaly 0-8—
at Croke Park.

The challengers’ over-all scoring totals are
12-81 (117 points), at exactly 18 points per
game for and 10-77 (107 points) or 11.88
points, per match against.
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The Kerry team who beat Derry, 0-17 to 0-13, in the semi-final on April 9.

Dathanna: Glas is Oir
- (Green and Gold)

(1) E. Mac Gearailt

E. Fitzgerald
(Dr. Crokes)

(3) P. O Donnchu

4) S. Mac Gearailt
D. O’Sullivan P. O’Donoghue @) (Gaeltacht)
(Spa) (Ballylongford) . :
(5) T. de Priondragas (6) D. 6 Crualaoich (7) P. 6 Loingsigh
T. Prendergast D. Crowley P. Lynch
(Keel) (Glenfleisc) (Beaufort)
(8) M. 6 Conaill (9) S. 6 Caoimh
M. O’Connell J. O’Keeffe
(Waterville)

(10) B. 6 Loingsigh
B. Lynch
(Beaufort)

(Austin Stacks)

(11) D. 6 Caomhanach (12) E. 6 Donnchu

D. Kavanagh

d E. O’D{ono;{hl{}j%
b (Dr. Crokes) (Ballylongfora)
(I3) M. O Gliasdin (Capt.) (14) L. 6 hUiginn (15) M. 0 Duibhir
- Seson L. Higgins M. O’Dwyer
pa) (Lispole) {Waterville) st
Fir Tonaid: (16) M. O Sé

O Suilleabhain (M. O’Sull

(Gaeltacht): (17) S. Breath

. (18) M.
i nach (J. Walsh, Ballylongford); (1 S
Crinich (' romie. e mnass 1) . O Groks (. Grft, Clovai: 0
% H_"_‘___‘_‘_-_‘____h'___ e ———G—o—al_s__ 3] 1 POintS OVEI'S 50’s Free_ {{EEES____
lédh Leath (1st Half) e | LRl T BT | G
2adh Y aatt S I—{;lfs-— - e |t e T b SN

Tomlgn (Tota))
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MAIGH EO

(2) M. 6 Beaglaoich

(1) S. S. Mac Coisteala
J. J. Costello
(Claremorris)
(3) R. de Priondragas (Capt.)
R. Prendergast

Mayo, victors over Offaly by I-11 to 0-8 in the semi-final replay on April 30.

Dathanna: Glas is Dearg
(Green and Red)

(4) T. 0 Cathain
T. Keane
(Claremorris)

M. Begley
{Ballina) (Castlebar)
(5) S. 6 Ciara (6) S. O Muraile (7) B. 0 Raghallaigh
J. Carey J. Morley B. O'Reilly
{Tuam Stars) (Ballaghaderreen) (Ballina)
(8) S. 0 Grada (9) S. Mac Giolla Bride
S. O’Grady S. Kilbride
(Aghamore) (Ballaghaderreen)
(12) S. 6 Coreriin

(11) S. Mac Giobtin
J. Gibbons

(10) T. Mac Gearailt
( Louisburgh)

T. Fitzgerald

(Ballyhaunis)
(13) T. 6 Maille (14) L. Mac Aoidh
T. O’'Malley W. McGee
(Garda, Ath Cliath)

{Ballinrobe)

J. Corcoran
(Ard na Ri)

(15) S. S. Mac Roibin
J. J. Cribben
(Ballyhaunis)

P. O Broin (F.

Higgins, Westport); (18)
(M. Sheridan, Ballina).

Fir Tonaid: (16) M. S. O Conghaile (M. J. Connolly, Garrymore);
Burns, Ballaghaderreen), (19) D

(17) M. 6 hUiginn (M.
O Griofa (D. Griffith,

Claremorris); (20) M. O Sirideéin
Ciil \ Ctilinf Seachai 50 SL. | Saor-Chiceanna
MAIGH EO Goals Points 0\'91’5_ B REC, E_)Q'_S_ __|__ _F_ree_K_l_'di__
|

ladh Leath (1st Half) | ‘| [

2adh Leath (2nd Half) |

Iomlin (Total)
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The Carlow Vocational Schools team, first time cha
wins over Westmeath, Wexford, Kildare

CEATHARLOCH

iy SR

mpions of Leinster. They

(replay),

(1) B. 6 hAileagsin

reached the All-Ireland final with
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The Leitrim Vocational Schools team, holders of Connacht title for the first time. Qualified for today’s final with
wins over Roscommon, Mayo, Sligo and Kerry (whom they had the distinction of beating in a replay).

Dathanna: Ban is Oir

L‘ATRO'M (White and Gold)

(1) P. 6 hUaine

P. Green
(Manorhamilton) 3 % 2
(2) T. Mac Gabhann (3) S. 6 Donnchi (4) T. Mac Cionnaoith
T. Smyth J. Donohoe T;':i Mci{ennaj
(Drumkeeran) (Baﬂfnamore) ; ( ngn éemn il
(5) L. Mag Shamhréin (6) T. Mag Aoidh (7):R 0 GBFTIRSS
L. McGovern T. McGee B ”_urmo?)'}
(Ballinamore) (Ballinamore) 6 {\‘la.;niam £
(8) M. Mag Uidhrin (Capt.) ) D
( AI«;L ng’[?ggﬁg:! ) (Ballinamore)
a T 2 .
(10) P. 6 Liodain (11) P. 6 hUallachdin (12):0' -0 Eromniieh
P. Leydon F. Holohan (gal”f-'il;’ll:lmf{’)
(Ballinamore) (Ballinamore) re 15) S. O Gallchéir
(13) P. Mac Seanlaoich (14) % Bl‘t‘[l%g S?:mram ( S. Gallagher
" clzove - !
; F‘(ﬁgig}fy (Mannrhammml) (Drumkeeran)
~(17) P. Mag Shamhréin (P. McGov-

Fir Tonaid: (16) F. O Morain (P. Moran, Ballinaoril iy, %,q) . pharrington (€. Wer

ern, D % 3 i . Re nﬂldS,
rumshanbo); (18) M. Mac Ranaill (M y Drumkeeran).

’ rington, Carrigallen); (20) P. 6 Gaoithin (P. Wynne, 4
call Cilinf Seachaf 50 SL Saor-Chiceatha
LIATROIM Goals Points | overs | _595_ = .__]? 19(_3_151(:1{5__

ladh Leath (1st Half) A e

2adh Leath (2nd Half) giRlEs




