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It took Cavan some minutes to recover and and so the teams left the field with Cork leading

when they did P. J. Duke p
minute T. P. O'Reilly placed Joe Stafford for the
equaliser.

Two minutes later Cork regained the lead with
a point from a free by Derry Beckett and, shortly
afterwards, the Leesiders extended their lead when
Eamonn Young, who was the dominant figure in
the centre of the field, sent to Jim Cronin who, in
turn, crossed to Mick Tubridy and the umpire
raised the white flag.

In the 25th minute Humphrey O’Neill had
another Cork point and from a very difficult
angle, Joe Stafford pointed a free for Cavan.
Then came a further exchange of points per Mick
Tubridy and T. P. O'Reilly. Just on the stroke
of half-time a Cavan ‘fifty' was caught by
Eamonn Young and the whistle sounded—how-
ever, some did not hear it and, when Simon
Deignan booted the ball to the net, a goal was
signalled in error. The matter was quickly righted

pointed. In the 15th * by 1-4 to Cavan’s 0-5.

Two minutes after the resumption, Derry
Beckett increased Cork’s lead with a point and
then came 14 scoreless minutes when fortune
swayed and the backs at both ends dominated
play.

In the 16th minute Joe Stafford pointed a
Cavan free and this heralded ten minutes of
tremendous Cavan pressure in search of the golden
goal which would make all the difference. Bul
there was no beating of “Weeshie” Murphy,
Caleb Crone, Tadhg Crowley and Co. All that
Cavan gained was a point from a free by Peter
Donohoe.

Then, with time running out, Jack Lynch
gathered at mid-field, slipped by two Cavanmen,
to send to Jim Cronin—from Cronin to Beckett
and it was in the net.

Cork had won the first football final of the
post-War atomic age.

A close call for the Cork goal in the All-Ireland semi-final against Cavan.
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The unsung heroes of !

ARELY has 3 leam been as litt

an All-Ireland football final as
in 1954—and with good reason.

le fancied in
were Meath
Firstly,

reigning champions, But inflyenc
d greater extent than

INg opinion to
current form.

any of thege Was Meath’s
TPe ‘best. that coy]q be said of it
as * NSpiring,”
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and lost by
McKeever Cup and Javed Louth 2
;\At;lfeat An Uaimbh, MeathC fp.Y The fina
tzfllis time in the O’By[r}:le}j- o
as Louth 2-10; Mea s credentials 3 G
\\‘hTh e then were Meat re Park 00 o
: 0 ing &
lined oeut against Kerr)3 S:t(;lr% they were QL o
' 26, 1954. s e
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& "I?h attendance at Cro Kerry take
many S\'ere surprised to see



I's in the net.

Cavan-blue. Referee, Simon Deignan, sel the
game in motion. :

Kerry were away and Paddy O'Brien cleared
but the Kingdom came again and, from a John
Dowling delivery, Jim Brosnan collected to send
over the bar. Two minutes later Matty M_cDon-
nell opened Meath’s account with u.ponpt—fl_uss as
he had done five years previously in historic 49.
Paddy Meegan added a point and Meath were
ahead. _

In the eighth minute Tadhg Lyne equalised
for Kerry and three minutes later Paudie Sheehy
cut through on a solo-run, crossed to Lyne,
and Kerry had regained the lead. .

But Meath came back. There was something
calm and unruffled about their _pluy-—almost
casual. Paddy Meegan pointed a frec . . . and
then another. Tom Moriarty, a Kerryman in a
Meath jersey, added two more

. y « { N ! J
[hen came a forceful Kerry attack and J
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Sheehan slammed to the net. Two more points
by Tadhg Lyne and one by Meegan left Kerry
leading by 1-5 to Meath’s 0-7 at half-time.

On the resumption, Brian Smith levelled and
came again to send Meath ahead. Matty
McDonnell left Meath two points clear and, with
young Michedl Grace from Ceanannus Mor
carrying and feeding from the right wing, Paddy
Meegan kicked over yet another point from a
free.

The crowd awaited Kerry's rally — and it
came. A point by J. J. Sheehan and no more.
lhen Tom Moriarty shot to the Kingdom net:
Peter McDermott whipped over a glorious point

. and the rest was a formality.

When it was over the scoreboard read : Meath
1-13; Kerry 1-7. And so the unfancied and
unsung Meath veterans of 'S4 proudly bore home
the Sam Maguire
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~in 1960
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rmack (Nobber)—A countyedn;llmi);
R T L . al! d .unior m

in 1960, he won an Alﬁmﬁneaﬂi Jost to Galway
1962 and was goalW en h o 59_9” and
in last year's final. Aged 24, he 1S

ighs 11-7. ool &
welgl\lilick White (Rathkenny)—A minor in %ggg
he too won an All-Ireland junior ’medal in e
He was a substitute in last year's final. Ag
26, he is 5'-9” and weighs 11-5.

Jack Quinn (Kilbride)}—The youngest of three
brothers all of whom have been regulars on the
Meath senior team. He first won distinction at
mid-field prior to being placed at full-back. He
is 24, 6’-2” and weighs 13-8.

Peter Darby (Trim)—The captain and veteran
of the team. He first joined the senior team in
1956 and has represented the county in all grades
of football and hurling. Aged 29, he is 5-11”
and weighs 12-12.

Pat Collier (Stamullen) — One of football’s
most colourful players, he has been on the senior
team since 1961. He is 25, 5’-6” and weighs 12-4.

Bertie Cunningham (Ballivor) — He won an
All-Ireland minor medal in 1957 and has, during
the past few years, established himself as an out-
standing centre half-back. Aged 28, he is 6-0”
and weighs 13-7.

Pat Reynolds (Walterstown)—The son of a
forrper Louth player, he came on to the Meath
senior team in 1964. Aged 22, he is 5°.9” P

weighs 11-9.

Peter Moore (Ballinabrackey) — He
substitute on the A!l-]reland winning Meath ‘;/l?i;o?'
team of 1957 and joined the senior team in 1960
Age:;‘l 27 1;2 is 61" and weighs 12-12. :

erry Rearns (Ardcath)—A county minee :
1963, he made his senior debyt in 1964mll)?1(t)rd}g
not win a bermanent place unti] this year. A :
2, #e is % -9” and weighs 13.0 e
_ Yony Brennan (E =
minor, he made hj ) mA o

oW Meatin leadinsg senior debut in 1964 and is

5"-9” and weighs “-9l.narksman. Aged 23, he i

g mmerhlll)ho
Junior team of 1964, he i | the M
year and is the ﬁrs»the joined the sen;q eath
years to be so h

and weighs 13. 6'0nou

o

> 1n footha]
6 an
ged 22, he is 5’-9”8;?11(;” footbay tean(1i

Weighg 1 ]_7

Peter Darby

Paddy Mulvaney (Skryne)—A county minor
in 1958, he won an All-Ireland junior medal in
1962. He was a substitute in last year’s final.
Aged 27, he is 5’-8” and weighs 11-8.

Noel Curran (Dunshaughlin)—He was on the
county minor team in 1960 and during the past
two years has become one of Meath’s most
dependable forwards. Aged 24, he is 5’-10” and
weighs 13-0.

Oliver Shanley (Duleek) — A member of the
senior team since 1963, having graduated from the
minor and junior ranks. Aged 24, he is 5’-10” and
weighs 12-2. i

Paddy Cromwell (Skryne)—Prior to joining
the senior team in 1963, he had not rep{eseqteg
Meath in any other grade. Aged 25, he is 59
and weighs 13-2.

Martin Quinn (Kilbride)—An older brother of
Jack Quinn’s, he had played at full-back for 2
number of years until succeeded by his brother.
Aged 29, he is 6-2” and weighs 14-10. ;

Peter Black (Bellewstown)—A county minor
in 1960, he was on the successful Meath juniof
l&am of 1962. Aged 24, he is 5-101” and weighs

-2

Oliver Geraghty (Fenchanstown)—He _played
minor and senior with Louth prior to JQINI},g i
Meath panel last year. Aged 27, he is 613" a0
weighs 13-8. o

Mick O’Brien (Walterstown)—A regular me as
ber of the Meath panel in recent years h2€4
played in quite a number of games. Aged &%
1S 5’-10” and weighs 12-8.



Billy Morgan o
Cork as a forward and graduated to the senior
team via junior and under-21 competition. Aged
22, he is 5'-10" and weighs 11-12.

Brian Murphy (Crosshaven)—He was on the
under-21 team in 1963 and made his senior debut
a year later. He has also played in goal for the
county. Aged 24, he is 5™-10” and weighs 12-4.

Jerry Lucey (Ballyvourney)—He was for three
years on the under-21 team and first came on the
senior team in 1965. Aged 22, he is 6-1” and
weighs 13-8.

Johnny O'Mahony (Kanturk) — A minor in
1954 and 'S5, he joined the senior team in 1958.
Aged 30, he is 5-8” and weighs 12-0.

Frank Cogan (Nemo Rangers)—A former
Cork minor and under-21 star, he joined the
senior team in 1965. Aged 23, he is 5-11 and
weighs 12-12.

Denis Coughlan (St. Nicholas)—The captain
of the team, he has represented Cork in virtually
all grades of football and hurling. Aged 22, he
is 6-0" and weighs 12-7.

Kevin Dillon (Clonakilty)—He came in as a
substitute for Jerry O’Sullivan in last year’s semi-
final. Aged 26, he is 5’-8” and weighs 11-0.

Mick Burke (Mitchelstown)—A former minor
star, he made his senior debut in 1960. Aged 26,
he is 6'-1” and weighs 14-2.

Mick O’Loughlin (Kanturk)—A meml?er of
the under-21 team which lost to Kildare in the
1965 final, he came on to the senior team that
same year. Aged 22, he is 5°.10” and weighs 12-1.

Eric Philpott (U.C.C.)—He played in the 1964
minor final and has since been on the under-21
team. Aged 20, he is 5’-10” and weighs 11-5.

Eugene McCarthy (St. Finbarr’s)—A minor
star in 1955 and '56, he joined the senior team in
1959. Aged 29, he is 6’0" and weighs 12-8.

Bernie O’Neill (Adrigole)—He first joined t.he
senior team in 1965 and has also p}ayed at mid-
field. Aged 22, he is 5’-103” and weighs 12-10.

Eamonn Ryan (U.C.C.)—He never played
minor for the county and made his senior debut
in 1963. Aged 26, he is 5-9” and weighs 12

17

(UCC)—He played minor for

Denis Coughlan

Con O'Sullivan (Urhan)—He is the longest
serving member of the team, having first been
selected in 1956. He has played in virtually every
position from full-back to full-forward. Aged 30,
he is 5'-104” and weighs 13-7.

Flor Hayes (Clonakilty) — He won an All-
Ireland minor medal in 1961 and first joined the
senior team in 1964. Aged 23, he is 5’-8” and
weighs 12-0.

Johnny Carroll (Dohenys)—A recent accident
has resulted in him being included among the
substitutes. On the team since 1960, he is 26,
5’-8" and weighs 13-0.

Jerry O’Sullivan (St. Nicholas)—Better known
as a hurler, he won an All-Ireland medal last year

—as well as captaining the Cork football team.
Aged 27, he is 5’-11" and weighs 12-2.

J. J. Murphy (Civil Service, Dublin) — He
never played minor for the county but was on the
under-21 team in 1963 and '64. Aged 23, he is
5’-91” and weighs 12-7.

Jim Downing (Urhan)—A former minor and
under-21 star, he had his first senior game this
year. Aged 21, he is 6’-2” and weighs 13-7.

_ John Crowley (Dohenys) — He played minor
with Kildare in 1962 and had his first senior game

with Cork in 1964. Aged 21, he is 5-8” and
weighs 12-0.
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