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MICHAEL CUSACK:

FOUNDER OF THE GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION.

BOUT ten Easters oo tlw late Dan Feaher come all the way
from Dupgarvan to the Aanual Congress to urpe thut Michael
Cuspek shoald ba fit ¥y commemorated at the Headiguariers

of the Association which he founded. 1t was & generous and charac-
teristic thbite on the part of one who had seen the rise, trials and
ultimate trhimph of the Gaeli Athletic Movement o the man who
concelvesd and Lrought it iate being. 1t was s'pﬂfl!..!l.nn-'ﬂl::.fmlllm
of gratitade, inspired by the knowledge that it is never g for n
people to farget anyone 1o whom they owe the preservation of a raclal
inheritance or the enjoyment of a salutary benefit.

Althiugh the proposal met with uﬂnmrmuuu approval, it might
fever have occurred to any of the younger generation of Gacls, amongst
whom the Foonder and firsg Segretary of their Drganisation was fast
becoming only a legendary Agarc.

The design had, however, to wait forecasted develipiments in Croke
Tark., ‘This was fortanated for had the orfginnl idea——a Dbiast at the
entiance—been carried out) the name of the giant-héarted Clarn Gael
waoaild probably not be l&lﬂlli'ﬂ. as it will after to-day, with the
latest nnd most impressive proof of the strength and popalarity of
BLive 1‘4ul‘|:11-|3 in 1 -

The { tasck Stand on the enstern flank of the historie playing-feld
at Clonliffe will henceforth dwmonstrate the foresight and Em':l:h:
falth donimating Michael Coshél when he set ont to iy the Goelic
Athletic Assocmtion. Ut will wpify the vigour nod the rescurces of
Gaelidtm whers our bative guines can be mwst effectively directed
towards the sitainment of the goal Michael Cusachk saught.

There were times during his life when the fortunes of the G.AGA.
wore at m low cbb, and ity Fulhnul: was dark. But he never faltered
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in his confidence of ultimate and enduring success. The pity was
that the man who bore the heavier brunt ol the early years and the
ri-llil if hﬁ tntiities lost and good work undone coold not
Ve BEfy tﬁ witness the constructive reas of the movement.
Stll, we believe, l:Iu'.i foresaw and enjoyed it all an in a vision: the
gunl;uudmnunn of Ids hapes and the vindication cf hin ideal for Young
reland.
L L L L] ¥ L] i

The work and the bhopes which Michael Cosack fashioned for the
Gaelic Athletle Association were cloarly expopnded by him duri
his lifo-timne. The following briel extracts from an artiels
4 in his Celiic Timas in 1887 will serve to show the extent of
his ambitions for athletic Ireland.

"The G.ALA, eame at an oppartune time 1o rescus Irish athletics
from ebscurity, if not from extinction. Iis name, coupled with the
names of its illestrious patrons, quickly populprissd the movement.
In an incredibly ghory & of tima, and despite ic rivalry, it
spread throagh the land. | . . Tle hmlhfm
al pleassrable excitement after their weck of toil, The discontent
aften begot of incesaant todl is cffectually banished and truoe happiness,
rarcly inscpnrablo from content, is wecared. . . | '

* Henee the moral benefit derived from the introduscton of the
Gaclic Athletic Adsocintion, while the ph | improvements point to
future power as a aation and the handing down fo posterity of an
inheritance of Inum'l-:a and bravery born of athletic superiority.

*The ||I|:I:|_|!|lu: of this generation camnot know what may occur in
the politicnl worlkl. Generntions yet unborn may have to maintain
the national rights and to defend thelr island homes with the strong
right band.' [rokand, in foture tinies, as it has so ofton been in tho
past, may be the arena of deadly stroggles. Tet us hope; b ssnich an
mu‘ﬁu:ru;hn that Trish manbood will display the courage which
their kinsmen dii'at F{-ntmﬁ-. aod Fredericks aiul their ancestors
at the glorios trivmph of Oulart.

“ If wio see that the rising generation receives that athletic exercise
and training which co.exiat with a4 bold and spinted people, and if
we impress upon them the necessity for vigorous and manly practices,
wie shall be duing giant work Inrthu!nutnrl.:l:iuruﬂthnl:i.lh Eace il
the fitare glory of the Irish Nation."

o L] - & l- i

Prophetle vision and wisdam in that outlook over ffty years
ago. Aichael Cusack realised that in the throes of o pational sty
it is all important to foster the physieal strength of tha people and that
relayution in sslatary and cobpenial itees k= a vital source of
endurnnce, And tho doctrito is a5 & ble to-day as ever,

The Cusicr Mpuowtat. Sraxn, d ing the MNational Stadium,
will recall his labours on behall of o distinet, foen Goollc Ireband, 1§
the kleal bo stabrncod apimates cach future goneration, his spiritual
children, the matctity and security of the nation will never lack
champions, nor its manhood lose racial identity nor pine for tha joy
aof Ife. To quote the Foundor agakn :—

H¥ the Garlic Athistic Associadion s the abstract, -E”
iy athiefic . omd faki iy comiderafion il P tlfﬂu
om e fichurs of the frizk race, :f# Hol agieriing foo mnch fo say
thal few, esven of ifs wsogt emthirsdashle mupporfers, have an adeguole
caieepiion qr'mi::farhuu amd wiilify @u @ sewns for smiling the frich
af home and rendeniag them and dheir posterily wor ehtldren
of @ race selebraled frem the earlics! ages {EF ﬁl":ﬁ:l:m endnrance.”
The Gastic Athlotic Asatciation lhs P 0 far
lﬂdlﬂhﬂlﬂnﬂ.idtﬁndﬂﬁﬂnuﬂﬂm_ . ! Ihmmhmﬁwmﬂ
and sacrified themselves for the nation In crises which Michuol Cusack
foresaw, The national hatltnge has besn eariched thereby, and to
Michael Cusack Gaelic Iraland owes the privileges it has grasped and
which, let us 'hnpu. will never compromise or surrenider.



The Gaelic Athletic

Association
.,  DR. CROKE
R it At OVEARRTin Wil b Srowiiites Tave bad s

closely wnited as flesh pmd blood with the entire struggle
mrmﬂﬁmi imbapenalence aml facinl identity all throsgh the past
cEniury. !

Thoss I-'llr:r]:m:l- know little of native temperament and even bess of
fandpmental Trish ambitions, connot understand why the traditions
of native o hove beoth S0 infermixed with the notionel, ndroigly
termed politicnl by them, sspintions of the Trish people.

Therein lics the gulf between the Foapders and the s itars af
the Gaclic movement and  those who pretend to believe that a man
can bo national at morn and evo and tolerats the sapping of natioanlity
et ey v i SN [

.3 oderstin o i@ {nitgumsa O
ﬂ:u:q.l:mr:'ﬂr in I-ﬂ‘:I- determimed I.-|:|-:|=|-|:£ mative pmu.p;:lum Lhe
ohscurity and abuses which overtcok them durnng the previeus
century. Consequently, they mibsumderstand tho maln objective of
the Gaelic Athlelic Associabion.

Its primary purpose was to relieve the manhood of Ireland from
the comrodieg g and moral da of brooding wllencss and to
foster the inlwerent nthletic :upﬂm es of the at large.

And, secondly, it was established to train the igue med moald
the vigour of the race for the re-attainment of the digaity and seli-
cappciouancss which rightly bolopged to it and upon which its charac-
il-:ﬂrﬂ:; and claims to frocdom and distinet natinnal existence were

This dual purpose cedl the G.AA. apart from all oller spost-
promotin urplrnluﬂﬁnﬂnd eonstituted & superior claim wpon the
zeal anal allegiance of its membors, 1 almed through healthy emulation
o :h:_plny:ng:mdd H.ltd ﬂm&;m u;:ﬁuﬂhﬂmuth anel the
promotion of rmcial pride | i to mpintia BpHEts,

The games: Harl with iis age-ald traditions of ism and
romance ;.  asd Football, fashionsd generntions of native vigowr
amtl temperament, were invaluable in themselves and the record of
the Gachic Athletic Association shows how keenly the faasses af the
people appreciated the healthy enjoyment they afford and the national
character have helped to maintain. These games have not been
purssied, aa other pastimes are, with selfish interest, Thoy have been
EJ.Ij.Eﬁ]. 'Lm every other effort to restore amd consolidale thn historic

aclic hinte,

Tha Games and the Asseclation celebrate anctber noteworthy
trivmph here to-day. 1t surely cannot pass without imparting the
innm:ﬁidﬁq.mm and Emportance of the movement to this and nexi
i 1 Elnhﬂ“l}.[l.l... It in an occasion af prade {or all gincere Gasls.
andd showld bind them, veong and old ablke, more in fdelity
io the games, the Association and the inspirieg ldeal of G atrengil
service and happiness.
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Don't jorgel the dales of the ALL-IRELAND FINALS |
Imrbng —SEFTEMAER 4ih Foothall -SEFTEMDER 250,

Hook your seal pow by sending wome and addres: adih rewid-
farmce (0 F.-ﬁ-'l:l'h-ﬁ.! 6 s, Awo fMdnaids, Tead an
endearg, At Ctwat. or Porcell’s Lid., 88, Tpr, O'Connell Bt.,
Dublin. All Reserved Seals simne frrice 5f- rach,
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CROKE PARK

HE -n‘.'d.ul:.nnrlrln% gencration of Dmblin Gaela, of whom it &
heped thoto ko full available muster here to-day, can necall
_ time when the present site of the Nationnl Stndium was a
nnsightly expanss ol barrem ground. Clopturk Fark was then the
v:ﬁ:r# ﬁﬁ;ﬂm portant lecal and many of tho All-Ireland contests
P b d

About that thme the presont ebclosare was coavertod into what
might be called an all-sporis arena’amd the All-Treland finals wore first
E’IHM heere in March of 1585 Tipperary {Tobberaidomn amil Arroeabe

ers) won the dual champlonship then. In Aprid 2ed Juneo of the
same year thoe Brst Dr. Croke Cop finals were alss played bere:
Tipporary winning in fostball and Clare in harling.

 Theste matches bogan the association of Ihwd-}nw‘f- Road nrena
with native pastimes and up to 1912 it was intimately though not
officially Haked with the premler Goelic evenils. What great games,
woniderful gathor and exditing inddents were wilnﬂ.u& Bipee woialel
moed & volume to tell,

Theta, in 1912 the proands passed under the direct control of the
Assciation and in the following year were formally dedicated to the
memaory of the Most Rev, Dr. Croke, first Patron of the G.AA.
HSinco then every senfor All-Ircland final, with the exceplion of the
Huding last year, totk place where we ane assemblod I.-|:|-|:I.||.:.".

Tho ncquisition and dedication of Croke Park morked the epening
of & pew ora in the promotion aed expansion of Gaelle ganses 1 an em
of ever accelerating progress and comlative suitess.

a rather indifferent pitch, & dilapldated clobliouse and an
ontirely te mncovered stand, the arepa was almost primitive
in_ kay-out. fithin a fow year improvements wore effected and in
1864 the Hogan and other stands were crected for the firml moilcmn
Tailtzann Games, The stroclurmal equipment of Croke Park was

koapin with the mic th and national digoity of th
AHP_E__E:?':' GTRAnIC gTow digaity o ¢

Yoar by yoar nccommodation was extended @ but still ] baehind
tho demands mude upen it Consclous of s strongth and’ resodrces,
tho Couneil of the Amsaciation two yean apo determined (o plag boldly
tar the imoicdinte (otwre apd e Michasl Cossclk Siand aross 535 3

momorial 19 tho Foumler of the crganisation.

This stracture bespoaks the confidence and courage of those presently
in conbpod of the fortunes of oor distinctive pastimes aned ¢ will pot-
petante the spkrit which begot the Associntion owver Rty yvears ago,

Thete is B0 need to solicit approciation of the work which the
Coundil undertook and has accomplished, 1t is now open to all for
apprakml.  In it dedication it hinks the picneers of the movemoent
and i Hs magnitode it forecasta the unwavering devolion of native
manhood to the Wstorie games and rlll:'.'lilll:l-_[ﬂll':]! of the nation.

The ofder Hogan Stand commemorates & tragic and unforgetiable
alien attack om native manbosd hero: part of & rothless effort to
break tha apirii and des ko hen of the rage.  ‘The Cusack
Stapd is the answer to that fotile on . 1t prochabns the h
of Gaslie falth and m:ﬁnm determination to makntain tha id Ly
and Entegrity of fhe Irish nation.




]

The Development of Croke Park

HE nocesafly for extending: the accommodnation available at

Croke Park had for some years been cngaging the attenton

of the Central Council of the Gaelic Athletic Association until
overcrowding in the earlior Etd.ﬂ of the present decade rondered
farther post ment impracticable. In the 1934 scason the Couneil
instructed Mr Nicholas O Dwyer, then DPresident of the Institution
of Civil Engincers of Jreland, to prepare and submit a scheme for an
immediate extension of the accommodation by 20,000, of which nomber
some 5,000 should Lo seated in a coversd stand.

Varioas suggestions were considered including the acquisition of
the mlmmﬁ apen space hekd the Belvedere College authoritics
and the provision of an East to West playing pitch with a large Stand

mallel to the high level leop-line branch of the Great Southern
mﬂwa.?‘u. system. Such a stand could have been served by a special
" Halt " to cnable excarsion trains to deliver patrons directly to the
grounds, asd thereby reliove m.hltﬂllﬂn of road traflic. nancial
and other considerations rendered the scheme unfeasible, and the next
mt. wt:i-l submitted for consideration of the Council and was ultimately
pred. \

The main features of this scheme incladed the erection of a double
deck Stand, the ton of concrete termacing on Hill ** 16" a conorete
wall enclosing the pitch and some pnew boundary walls and enlfances.
Sunken and terraced side line seating was also contemplated to render
less freqaont the osbtruction of the view from the lower terracing
outside the wall by persons occupying side-lino sesorvations,  The
ultimate development on the North, South and East sides of the pitch
as contemplat by the schemas bt not indioded in the works Dnow

out provided also for a single deck Stand at the Southern orf
Canal end, with a 20 feet passage underneath (o serve as an entrance
from Jones's Hoad to the South-cast cornor of the grounds.

The site selected for the now double deck stand now known as
The Cusack Stand was partly on the Associntion’s nd and partly
on the adjcini roperty of Balvedere, Negotiations were entered
into with the Col Authoritics and eventually an agreement was
reached whereby a strip of Belvedere ground G0 wido was secured
in exchange for a plot along the Northern boundary of the College
f‘m"“""' By o later agrecment o further 20 feet strip was acquined

rom the same owners Lo Serve as an ontrance 1o the Cnsack Stand
feom St James's Avenuo.

The Cosack Stand is a doubls deck structure in renforced concieto
the overall dimensions of which are @ lo 407 ft. 3 ins, wikdth 520,
3 ins.. helght from top of roofl to B lovel 79 t. The upper deck
provides seating accommodation for over 5000 spoctators.  Access
to the seats is gained by two siaircases leading from the passage at
the back of the Stand and lng on to an intormediate flat deck
extending the whole length of the Stapd from which =ix passages lead
to the gangway fronting tho uﬁr deck and give access 1o the varioos
blocks af scats. ‘.I'Iw"{nm k provides standing accommodation
m:'.‘ roached from lhﬁhiﬂ.ummﬂ b;tEmlhEmd:nd HummqpnnmEl
i the stand terracing anmest s stairways to the passago
ot the back of the Stand. '

Two sela of dressing rooms are provided under the Siand. cazch
containing a Llarge and amall deessing room and a bathroam ftted with




Tﬁi:;jhtﬂﬂfmrmf af e Park (confinied).

showers, washEasing nwd a kangs s bath. 1ot water s sapplied
by automatic the heaters. A jsunken passage bailt asader the
torracing con ¥ pach sot of dressing roomis with the playing pitehi.

The following quantities of matdsials were used in the construction
ol the 'S-ln.d:-!I— gk e

Cone RERLY GO0 o
Roinforcing stecl .. ; (e o O
Stecl q poal s o 115
The maxinum columss boad is 350 toas,
Two new cpirances m“m from St. James's and St s
Avemuses have been copstrocted fomtaining six gateways each B feet

wide and Bited with steel rolling shotters. The entrances open into
a Larye courtynrd surrounded by twgnty-cight turnstiles through which
ndmission te the prounds is obialned, }'?E-ur exit gates each 12 feet
wide open from the grounds into the'tourtyarnd, A relnforced concrete
weall 15 fect high has boen constracted on the new boundary between
Croke Park and the Delvedero gropmds

The playing pitch has leen surrpunded by a now conercto wall
4 fe. 8 ins. b consiating of thin panels supported by ornamental
comcrele piers ot 11 (4 centres.  Whe slopes all aroond the- ficld have
been labid with concrete terracing foyming steps 1R} ins. wide with a
rise varying from 3} ins o 5 ins. A wide concrete staireay from the
top of il "™ 16" access oAb, James's Avenue and St Joseph's
,ﬂ,vmtm entrapees, Steel crush tafrers have been erccled on the
ferrncing. i {

The streciural design of the renfarced concrete work was propared
l-i.r Mr. J. J. Roughan, B.E., AALInds C.E., and of the mmnﬁfm'hy
Mr, BOAL Capaingham, BE, MilastCEL, Messrs, I ] Hogan,
BE., P, ]. McGovern, BLE,. and J. P. McGowan, ILE., were amon
the mem of Mr. O°'Dwyer's stafl most actively. conpected wit
design details while the enormous volume of drawings were mainly
from the pon of Mr, I3 T. {}'m Mr, Dermot Mitchell, B.E.,
acted ns bont Engineer th t the conbrack

The CGeneral Contractors werd dlessrs. McCaflrey and O°Carroll
of Limerick for whom Mr. T. AL ington, DA, DAL, acted as
Agent,  Among the sub-contractopslwero Messrs. Smith and Poarson,
Ltd. {rool steclwork and milings), Wolverhamplon Corrdgated
Iron Company [roof sheeting), and M J. & C. MoGloaghlin {crash
barriers. ol Tilinm the dreaving) fOOms wWas 5 i and fixed
Messss. Verso Bros,, Rolling Shutter by Moesars, Hanking, Turnsti
by !nl-:-.l:.l-:r!-.u{;j Copway & Sons, a Lighting and Fleating equip-
ment by Electricity Supply Loand. i

i}
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The best thanks of the Cenlrnd
Dvircclors of the .Fh:lpe-';?' Foppand Trvesiment Comtpaby
Lid., for the finameral fic
Azsacialion, and ﬂ‘md
kave been impossible o cop
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The Development of Croke Parl {continued).
L
I 1929, after thi Kerry o, Kilifare Football Fiwal, it became
afparend that' Croke Park, .r_;l""l?’.:?"i,'j_.',;, stond, conld  wo longer
accommodale fhe growing atfeuddmees,  Each year siuce then
the guestion of fmproving the griviads has recerved the witeniion
of the Central Council. The iﬂﬂ[u-mb kave beent members of
the Conneil dnring this perigd. s L
! L
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