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GAELIC GAMES

HILE the langoage of a country expresses the soul and

higher emotions of a people, distinctive pastimes embody

its physical vitality and culture. They are complementa y
and equally cherished inheritnnees which no nation that desires
to preserve fts racial identity and historie ‘evolution will willingly
surrendet,

Ireland has been singuladly: endowed In both spheres.  Her in.
tellectunl and athletic traditions are priceless inspiring possessions,
The task of fostering the chamncteristic games that have kept Trish
manhood strong and healthy and which imparted jovousness to
e was undertaken by the Gaelic Athletic Association at a time
when the existence and character of the pames were in danger
from external hostility and internal abuses, How siccessinlly
it has carried on fts wark the event and the musterings in tha
Natlonal Stadinm atfest.

The distinctive pastimes il promates are more popular and the urge
to excel dn them is stronger than ever. The inbérent merits of
notive gumes, npart from their association with our people through.
out the ages, render them worthy of the highest esteem and best
epdeavours, Proficlency dn-wlther of ogr distinetive pastimes
i an accomplishment of which vvery young Irisliman can be justly
proud. As games, they haye eovoked the praises of the most
eminent edocational -and athletic authorities and the arengs in

Cowidech they are plaved haye. become invaloable traming grounds
L for a vigorois and cseiplined roee,

 The athletic advantages ‘amd possibilities of the pastimes aford
' eongeminl scope for the highest activitics of all with whom racial.

inheritances comes first in natural affection. The pursait of
native games repays tenfold in health and pleasure the attention
devoted to them and their value is enhanced by the exalting
influence of the national atmosphere by which they are surmounded.
When we come toghem with a full conception of their missiol we

foel we are hailing in the champlions of ‘éach year the heirs and pesrs

of the great exponents of the past—irom the heroic eras of gur island
story. Herein our native games stand on a plane alome I rich
i.n.uRm glamour_of chivalry and remance, in memories of thrilling
hours ad ﬂ:ﬂ]ﬂ-ﬂnn'_l'_. of a [uthire as fruitfol and inspiring.
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The Gaelic Athletic Association
“1

LN this senior final has been won, the victors can claimd”
the distinction of being the fiftieth football champions
of All-Treland. That alone would render the occasion

memorable ; and when you glance down the roll of champions
averleaf, you will appreciate the honour attached to triumph in
this arena. You will see there the names of teams which aroused
the country from end to end and will recall plavers whose prowess
is still a theme of praise and a standard of excellence.

The grace and skill which they brought to past struggles for
supremacy have been potent factors in preserving the merits of
the games and in creating the popularity which has been mounting
in recent years and will probably reach a fresh climax here to-day.
In one year or another every province has been represented in the
All-Ireland Hurling or Football Finals, and success in the latter
kas now gone to ¢ach in turn.  These rivals have always been eager
to win and equally ready to admit superiority. In this way the
integrity and racial unity of Ireland are maintained under the aegis
of the Association founded in Thurles almost exactly fifty-three
YEArs ago.

Those years have been marked by fateful, tragic and heroic events
in our national history. They brought stress and anxiety to the
Graclic Athletic Association likewise @ for its roots are in the heart
of the rr:l'l}l-]t' and its fortunes are indissolubly linked with theirs.
Throughout all, the rank and file of the movement have remained
steadfnst to national ideals and aims and have sacrificed for their
attainment. The Association has thriven on this devotion until
it is mow the greatest popular organisation with ?ﬁuna] cultural
objectives in the country.

Three weeks ago was witnessed the est hosti rer assembled
for a Gaelic contest. That was a demonstration 8 fealty to and
admiration for native games. It was a heartening manifestation
of the Gaelic spirit and strength of devotion which provails towards
native culture in general and the national iﬂtﬂﬁ[ Pearse in
particular,

There is room and need to spread that spirit and to strive for that
ideal, Both can be advanced by discipline and the recognition
of national duties and rights. Champions rise and pass out;
bt the thread of vital national existence which the Founders of
the Gaelle Athletic Associntion tu?l.: up mshll unhroken and
comi enerations should find native games still unsurpassed in
the rl::'ihﬁ of sport and still infused with the essence of race-conscious

pride. In that way they will live and bring strength and joy to
the nation as a whole,
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